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1. FOLLOWING ARTICLE BY JOSEPH ALSOP APPEARS IN WASHINGTON 
POST TODAY, APRIL 5, 1974. 

2. THE GOVERNMENT'S ANALYSTS ARE CURRENTLY CONDUCTING 
EXHAUSTIVE POST-MORTEMS ON THE SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS OBSERVED 
DURING THE RECENT MOSCOW VISIT OF SECRETARY OF STATE HENRY 
A. KISSINGER. FOR THE FIRST TIME, WATERGATE'S IMPACT ON THE 
KREMLIN BULKS LARGE. 

3. PRESIDENT NIXON'S GRIM TROUBLES WERE TREATED AS NON- 
EXISTENT BY THE SOVIETS UNTIL ONLY A LITTLE WHILE AGO, WHEN 
THEY BEGAN TO BE MENTIONED IN THE RUSSIAN PRESS. ONE ODD 
THEME OF THE PRESS DISCUSSIONS, OFFICIALLY DICTATED OF 
COURSE, WAS THAT WATERGATE WAS AN ANTI-NIXON PLOT ORGANIZED 
BY THE ENEMIES OF "DETENTE." 
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4. WHEN DR. KISSINGER WAS IN MOSCOW. HOWEVER, A FURTHER 
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STEP WAS TAKEN THAT HAS MUCH MEANING. IN THE COURSE OF THE 
OPENING TALKS, THERE WERE A GOOD MANY HEAVY-HANDED SOVIET 
HINTS THAT THE PRESIDENT'S HANDS WERE TIED - THAT HE WAS 
NOW UNABLE TO DO ALL SORTS OF DESIRABLE THINGS - BECAUSE HE 
WAS HAVING SUCH SEVERE POLITICAL DIFFICULTIES AT HOME. 

5. THE HINTS REACHED THE POINT, REPORTEDLY, OF FORCING 
DR. KISSINGER TO REPLY TO THEM DIRECTLY, WITH CHILLY 
INDIGNATION, THAT AS SECRETARY OF STATE HE COULD TESTIFY 
DOMESTIC POLITICS HAD HAD NO EFFECT WHATEVER ON THE 
PRESIDENT'S FOREIGN POLICYMAKING. THIS SEEMS TO HAVE 
PRODUCED A BENEFICIAL EFFECT. 

6. AT ANY RATE, THE HINTS CEASED. THE PRESS POINTEDLY 
REPRODUCED A PASSAGE FROM A DINNER-TIME TOAST BY THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE, NAMING PRESIDENT NIXON AND GENERAL 
SECRETARY LEONID BREZHNEV AS THE PERSONAL ARCHITECTS OF 
IMPROVED SOVIET- AMERICAN RELATIONS. HOPES WERE EXPRESSED, 
BOTH IN THE PRESS AND IN THE CLOSED TALKS, FOR A VISIT BY 

THE PRESIDENT TO MOSCOW IN THE LATE SPRING OR EARLY SUMMER. 

7. THESE SPECIFIC SOVIET RESPONSES TO WATERGATE, WITH THEI 
SOMEWHAT MIXED PATTERN, MUST ALSO BE INTERPRETED AGAINST 
THE BACKGROUND OF WHAT MAINLY HAPPENED IN THE MOSCOW TALKS 
CONCERNING MATTERS OF SUBSTANCE. THE TWO MAIN DEVELOPMENTS 
WERE A SHOW OF EXTREME SOVIET TESTINESS ABOUT THE MID- 
EAST, PLUS A VIRTUAL DEADLOCK ON THE SECOND ROUND OF SALT. 

8. SIGNIFICANTLY, THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN A TOTAL DEADLOCK 
ON SALT IF THE SOVIET-AMERICAN DISCUSSIONS HAD CONTINUED AS 
THEY STARTED. BECAUSE OF THE THREATENED DEADLOCK, AS 
GENERAL SECRETARY BREZHNEV HIMSELF DECLARED, THE SOVIET 
DEFENSE MINISTER, MARSHAL ANDREI GRECHKO, WAS HASTILY CAT.I.F, 
BACK TO MOSCOW FROM BAGHDAD. 

9. AN IMMENSELY LONG MEETING OF THE TOP SOVIET GROUP THEN 
PROBABLY ENSUED. AT ANY RATE, THE AMERICANS WERE KEPT 
WAITING FOR HOURS AFTER THE PROPOSED CONFERENCE TIME THE 
NEXT DAY. AT THIS SOVIET POLICY-MAKERS' MEETING, AS ALREAD 
MORE BRIEFLY REPORTED IN THIS SPACE, MARSHAL GRECHKO'S 
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APPROVAL WAS EVIDENTLY SECURED FOR A LITTLE BIT OF GIVE IN 
THE SOVIET POSITION. SO THE SECOND ROUND OF SALT WAS NOT 
BROKEN OFF. 

10. ADDING THE WHOLE THING UP, THE OFFICAL ANALYSTS SHREWDLY 
SEE A SOVIET "RECONNAISSANCE," AIMED TO DISCOVER HOW MUCH 
PRESIDENT NIXON'S POSITION HAD BEEN WEAKENED BY HIS 
TROUBLES AT HOME. THE SALT EPISODE WAS PARTICULARLY 
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SIGNIFICANT. HERE, ONE MUST REMEMBER THAT A GOOD MANY OF 
THE LOCAL NIXON-HATERS HAVE OPENLY SUGGESTED THE 
PRESIDENT WOULD SELL OUT THE UNITED STATES’ BEST INTERESTS, 

IN ORDER TO SECURE THE TEMPORARY POLITICAL BENEFITS OF A 
FAKE-PEACEFUL SECOND SALT AGREEMENT. 

1 1 . THAT SUGGESTION MUST HAVE SEEMED PERSUASIVE TO THE 
SOVIET LEADERS, WHEN THEY TOOK THEIR FIRST EXTREME POSITION 
EFFECTIVELY CONDEMNING THE U.S. TO SEVERE STRATEGIC 
INFERIORITY. THERE WAS NOT EVEN ANY FALL BACK POSITION. 

THE ABSENCE OF A SALT FALL BACK POSITION CAN BE EASILY 
DEDUCED FROM THE NEED TO MAKE A HURRY-UP CALL FOR MARSHAL 
GRECHKO S PRESENCE IN MOSCOW. 

12. ALL THESE FACTS POINT STRAIGHT TO A HARD, TOUGH SOVIET 
PROBE, AIMED TO SEE WHETHER WATERGATE-INDUCED DESPERATION 
WOULD INDEED DRIVE THE PRESIDENT TO PAY A SHOCKINGLY 
IMPROPER PRICE FOR HIS "PEACE-MAKER" IMAGE. BECAUSE THE 
PRESIDENT HAS NEVER HAD THE SLIGHTEST INTENTION OF DOING 
ANYTHING OF THE SORT, AND BECAUSE DR. KISSINGER WAS 

BOTH TOUGH AND SHREWD, THE SOVIET PROBE IN MOSCOW ENDED IN 
FAILURE. IN TRUTH, THE MOSCOW VISIT OF THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE MUST HAVE PROVED A CONSIDERABLE DISAPPOINTMENT FOR THE 
SOVIET LEADERS. 

13. MEANWHILE, HOWEVER, WHAT HAPPENED IN MOSCOW SHOULD ALSO 
BE A PRETTY STERN WARNING TO RESPONSIBLE AMERICANS. ANYONE 
OUGHT TO BE ABLE TO SEE THE MAGNITUDE OF THE FUTURE RISKS, 

IF THE SOVIETS ARE ALREADY HANKERING TO EXPLOIT WATERGATE- 
INDUCED WEAKNESS. 

14. THE MAIN SIDE IS THAT THE KREMLIN WILL LATER BE TEMPTED 
TO REALLY BRUTAL ADVENTURES BY THE TOTAL PARALYSIS OF THE 
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U.S. GOVERNMENT THAT MUST RESULT FROM A PRESIDENT- 
IAL TRIAL BY THE SENATE LASTING FOR MANY MONTHS. IF THE 
FULL FACTS PROVE THAT THE PRESIDENT IS GUILTY OF REAL CRIMES 
SUCH AS OBSTRUCTING JUSTICE, IMPEACHMENT IS UNAVOIDABLE. 

YET NO ONE SHOULD FORGET THAT THE RISKS WILL BE APPALLING. 

(END TEXT) RUSH 
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